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Denny Grant
Web Accessibility a UMaine Priority
E-Waste No Virtual 
Problem for Denny Grant 
The adage about one person's trash 
being another's treasure has spe­
cial meaning for Denny Grant, 
assistant supervisor at UMaine Recycles 
in the Office of Facilities Management. 
As overseer of waste management and 
recycling on campus, he'd like to see 
everything that is discarded on campus 
reused or recycled if possible.
Resource recovery and recycling typi­
cally has meant composting food scraps 
and leaves, and recycling tin cans, glass, 
paper, cardboard, wood, white goods and 
scrap metal. Now, Grant faces a growing 
new category: e-waste.
In the last year, Grant, who oversees 
four full time employees and about 13 
part time student workers, handled more 
than 11 tons of e-waste, including 
computers, printers, copiers, television 
sets and other electronic equipment 
discarded by students or employees when 
they broke or were replaced.
UMaine Recycles — formerly the 
Office of Sustainability — sorts through 
e-waste to see if equipment still works, is 
repairable or is beyond hope. Grant gives 
away reusable equipment on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Some salvageable 
e-waste also is collected for redistribution 
to public schools, non-profits or families. 
But, unfortunately, the majority is trucked 
to Massachusetts for recycling or scrap. 
"Our first choice is to bring it in to the 
Depot, the UMaine Recycles' public recy­
cling and redemption center at Facilities 
continued on page 2
A
lan Parks' eyes sparkle with enthusiasm as he displays a University of Maine 
Web page called Creating Accessible Web sites. It's important, he says, because 
accessibility is more than curb cuts and wheelchair ramps on streets and 
buildings for people with disabilities.
If people are blind, how do they surf the Net? he asks. What if they are deaf? What if 
they are blind and deaf?
As rapidly as the technology of computers has changed over the last decade, meth­
ods of making computers available for the hearing-impaired, sight-impaired and users 
with other disabilities also have changed. But the creation of accessible Web sites has 
been slow to catch up, in spite of nearly 10-year-old federal legislation that requires "508 
compliance." The law is similar to the Americans with Disabilities Act, except it address­
es Internet Web sites — an integral part of life for many people.
Parks is coordinator of dissemination and technology with the UMaine Center for 
Community Inclusion & Disability Studies and a member of the state government's Web 
Accessibility Subcommittee, the University of Maine System Web accessibility commit­
tee and UMaine's Universal Design Subcommittee, charged with bringing the hundreds 
of UMaine Web sites and tens of thousands of Web pages into 508 compliance.
Having a Web site that is inaccessible to people with disabilities is a form of discrimi­
nation, Parks maintains. He is enthusiastic about the progress being made on the 
UMaine campus, which has become a statewide leader in the accessibility effort, he says. 
Parks notes that accessible Web sites benefit all users through shorter download times, 
better uses of color, design and other features.
"Most of the reasons sites are inaccessible," he says, "is ignorance. Many people 
don't know about it and others have not thought about it."
A noncompliant Web site can make businesses or institutions ineligible for some 
federal funds, Parks notes. It also can cost a business customers if certain populations 
cannot access Web site marketing material.
"We can build Web pages that can either keep people out or let people in," he says. 
"Being the University of Maine, of course we want to be accessible."
With a compliant Web site, people with hearing impairments can read a text version 
of audio conveyed through a computer. People with sight limitations can use a "reader" 
for images, documents or e-mail. 
People who are both deaf and 
blind, he explains, can use a 
"refreshable Braille strip."
In order for this equipment to 
work, a Web site must be coded 
correctly, which is easier than it 
might seem, Parks says, for the 
multitude of individuals on or off 
campus who maintain Web sites 
with little formal knowledge of 
HTML or Web site design.
The university's Creating 
Accessible Web sites page 
(www.umaine.edu/insider/acces­
sibility/default.htm) is a good 
place to start. The site explains 
requirements and solutions to 
inaccessible Web sites. Call Parks, 
581-1236, or university Webmaster 
Howard Mosher at 581-3731 for 
further assistance. ■
Alan Parks
UMaine Responds to 
Katrina, Gears Up for 
CCAUE Campaign
C
haritable fundraising on the 
UMaine campus got off to an 
early and generous start as 
faculty, staff and students chipped 
in for Hurricane Katrina relief 
efforts.
Donations from UMaine employ­
ees toward hurricane and flood 
relief in the South exceeded $5,000 
through payroll deductions man­
aged by the University of Maine 
System office, coin canisters around 
the Orono campus and student ath­
letes who passed the hat at the Sept. 
10 home football game.
Meanwhile, the kick-off for the 
annual Combined Charitable 
Appeal for University Employees is 
set for Oct. 19, starting with a break­
fast rally at 7:30 a.m. in the North 
Pod of the Memorial Union, says 
Sharon Buchanan of the Office of the 
Vice President for Administration 
and Finance and this year's cam­
paign co-chair with Mary Skaggs of 
the Office of Student Employment 
and Volunteer Programs.
The campaign planning commit­
tee has set a goal of $100,000. 
Employees exceeded last year's 
$100,000 goal by more than $6,000.
The four-week campaign ends 
Nov. 19. ■
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Inside UMaine is published monthly by the 
Department of University Relations, and its suc­
cess depends upon a community-wide effort. We 
ask you to please forward news, notes and tips 
about friends, colleagues — or yourselves — to 
George Manlove by e-mailing: 
insideum@maine.edu, calling 581-3756 or mailing 
to Inside UMaine, Dept, of University Relations, 
5761 Keyo Building, Orono, ME, 04469-5761. You 
can find Inside UMaine on the Web 
(www.umaine.edu/insideumaine).
We welcome your feedback.
Layout and design by the University of Maine 
Department of University Relations.
Printed by University of Maine Printing and 
Mailing Services.
In complying with the letter and spirit of applicable laws 
and in pursuing its own goals of diversity, the University of 
Maine System shall not discriminate on the grounds of race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin or 
citizenship status, age, disability, or veterans status in 
employment, education, and all other areas of the 
University. The University provides reasonable accommo­
dations to qualified individuals with disabilities upon 
request.
Along the Mall . . .
Gilson, DePoy Win Award
Stephen Gilson, professor, 
social work, and Elizabeth 
DePoy, professor, interdisci­
plinary studies, Center for 
Community Inclusion and 
Disability Studies, have been 
selected to receive the 2005 
Allen Myers Award from The 
Disability Forum of the 
American Public Health 
Association.
The award is for individuals 
who effectively combine 
research, service and advocacy to advance the 
status of people with disabilities.
Kearney Article Lauded
Adrienne Kearney, associate 
professor of economics, was 
recognized for an article she 
published on the country’s 
monetary policy in the 
1990s.
Kearney has received honorable mention in 
the biennial Otto Eckstein Prize competition, 
one of only three awards recognizing the best 
of 78 articles published over the 2003-2004 
period by the Eastern Economic Journal. EEJ is 
one of the top economics journals in the 
nation, with an article acceptance rate of only 
25 percent.
Kearney’s article, “The Changing Probability 
of a Monetary Policy Response to Inflation and 
Employment Announcements,” was published 
in fall 2003. Winners from 2003-2004 were an­
nounced in the fall 2005 edition of the journal.
The article examines how and why the con­
duct of monetary policy changed in the 1990s 
and how this influenced the behavior of market 
interest rates.
E-Waste from page 1
Management. If there's any value, we try to get it to someone who can use it," Grant 
says. Since Grant began single-handedly collecting waste office paper from employees 
in a half dozen buildings who tip-toed into recycling in 1990, the university has come a 
long way in resource recovery and recycling. Waste that is diverted from incineration 
can save UMaine tipping fees of around $60 a ton and can generate a return of about $43 
per ton. Grant is diverting almost 45 percent of the waste generated at UMaine — a 
respectable percentage, according to the Maine Resource Recovery Association.
Between Sept. 1 of last year and Sept. 1 this year, UMaine Recycles collected 403 tons 
of recyclable cardboard, magazines and paper, 2.9 tons of recyclable glass, tin cans and 
HDPE plastic containers, plus 25 tons of food scraps from dining facilities, which were 
hauled to the Witter Teaching and Research Farm for composting. UMaine Recycles also 
collected more than 1,393 tons of plain old garbage from university entities — all hauled 
to Penobscot Energy Recovery Company in Orrington for incineration.
"Our goal is to keep down the numbers of what is being thrown away and bring up 
the numbers of what is being recycled and reused," he says. Details about resource 
recovery and recycling, including how to get recyclable waste to the FM complex on 
campus can be found on the Web (http://www.umaine.edu/ofm/) or by calling Grant 
at 581-3076. ■
William Davis Honored
William Davis, professor of special education 
and director of the Institute for the Study of 
Students at Risk at UMaine, has received the 
first-ever Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the Maine Administrators of Services for 
Children with Disabilities.
The statewide organization of public school 
special education directors presented the 
award to Davis at its annual awards banquet 
held this summer in Bar Harbor, recognizing 
him for 35 years of leadership, zeal, influence 
and dedication to quality education for Maine 
children with disabilities.
Dean Matthews Inducted
Larryl Matthews, dean of the 
College of Engineering and 
professor of mechanical 
engineering, recently was 
inducted as a fellow of the 
American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME).
The certificate was presented to Matthews 
at the Aug. 30 UMaine Provost’s Council meet­
ing by Bill Weiblen, UMaine mechanical engi­
neering class of 1961 and ex-officio ASME 
national president.
The award was based on Matthews’ leader­
ship abilities, and his development of new 
courses and programs that benefit the univer­
sity and community.
Child Center Has Openings
The UMaine Child Study Center currently has 
openings for children ages 2 1/2 to 5 on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings, and Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday afternoons. Call Kevin 
Duplissie, 581-3272, for details.
October MCA Events
Robert Kennedy Installed 
as 18th UMaine President
Jekyll & Hyde-The Concert, with the
Bangor Symphony Orchestra
The smash Broadway hit musical has been 
transformed into the concert event of the 
year. Oct. 9, 7 p.m., Hutchins Concert Hall
Eugenia Zukerman, flute, and Yolanda 
Kondonassis, harp
An enchanting evening of Gershwin, 
Persichetti and Scarlatti, and Japanese and 
Chinese works, along with French impres­
sionism. Oct. 30, 3 p.m., Hutchins Concert 
Hall
The University of Maine's 18th 
president Robert A. Kennedy outlined 
several exciting new initiatives during his 
25-minute installation address Sept. 23, 
and praised UMaine's students, faculty 
and staff for making UMaine "a great 
place to live and work."
"I've been fortunate in my career to 
work at several outstanding universities," 
Kennedy told an audience of about 700 at 
the Maine Center for the Arts. "Some 
have more resources than we have at 
UMaine; some have less. But not one of 
them can touch us when it comes to the 
quality of the people who make up our 
faculty and employee base, the student 
population, our wonderful alumni and 
other friends."
Kennedy spoke with characteristic 
optimism about UMaine's future. The 
university exemplifies a "new model" 
public state university, he said, noting 
that the institution must be responsive 
and flexible enough to adapt to changing 
societal needs, while capitalizing on 
individual and collective strengths. "It 
also means greater collaboration with 
other institutions, and taking a leadership 
role in creative efforts to pool resources 
and expertise," he added.
Kennedy described UMaine's 
Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, 
under development in cooperation with a 
group of five medical and research insti­
tutions, which will bring Ph.D. students 
to UMaine to work with university and 
other researchers on biomedical research.
Kennedy announced that UMaine has 
formalized an agreement with the 
University of New England College of 
Osteopathic Medicine to offer a joint 
Ph.D./Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine 
degree. He also said he has appointed a 
Retention Task Force, chaired by Associate 
Provost Susan Hunter, to take a "top-to- 
bottom look" at everything UMaine can 
do to improve the opportunities for 
students to complete their studies and 
graduate.
University of Maine System Chancellor 
Joseph Westphal conducted the investi­
ture ceremony, bestowed the UMaine 
presidential medallion on Kennedy and 
offered congratulatory remarks. Other 
speakers included William Johnson of the 
University of Maine System Board of 
Trustees; keynote speaker Robert 
Edwards, Bowdoin College president 
emeritus and a member of the UMaine 
Board of Visitors; UMaine Professor Mary 
Rumpho-Kennedy, who introduced her 
husband before his installation address; 
Meredith Burgess, chair of UMaine's 
Board of Visitors; Marie Hayes, president 
of the UMaine Faculty Senate; John 
Rohman, vice chair of the University of 
Maine Alumni Association Board of 
Directors; Julie-Ann Scott, president of the 
University of Maine Association of 
Graduate Students; and Paul Stern, 
director of sports clubs in the UMaine 
Department of Campus Recreation repre­
sented UMaine's professional employees; 
Cynthia D'Angelo, an administrative 
assistant in the Department of Public 
Administration, represented UMaine's 
classified employees; and Kathleen 
O'Brien, president of UMaine Student 
Government, represented UMaine's 
undergraduate student population. 
Gov. John Baldacci, who could not 
attend the event, provided videotaped 
congratulations.
Kennedy came to UMaine in 2000 as 
provost. He was appointed interim presi­
dent in August, 2004 and, following a 
national search, was appointed UMaine's 
18th president on April 15, 2005.
More information about the installa­




M/Hockey vs. Denver........................... 8:00
Sat 10/15
M/Soccer vs. UVM............................... 12:00
M/Hockey vs. Denver........................... 7:00
Fri 10/21
Volleyball vs. Albany............................... 4:00
M/Hockey vs. Alabama-Huntsville . .. 7:00
Sat 10/22
Football vs. UMass................................... 2:00
W/Soccer vs. UConn............................. 12:00
W/Hockey vs. UConn........................... 12:00
M/Hockey vs. Alabama-Huntsville ... 7:00
Sun 10/23
W/Hockey vs. Northeastern..............12:00
W/Soccer vs. Northeastern................. 12:00
Fri 10/28
W/Soccer vs. Sacred Heart..................... 7:00
W/Hockey vs. Sacred Heart................. 7:00
Sat 10/29
M&W/Swim & Diving vs. RI............... 11:00
W/Hockey vs. Sacred Heart................. 7:00
W/Soccer vs. Sacred Heart..................... 7:00
Football vs. Delaware........................... 12:00
Sun 10/30
Field Hockey vs. BU............................. 12:00
M/Soccer vs. Stony Brook..................... 1:00
Publications & Presentations Calendar
Steven E. Barkan, associate professor, sociolo- 
gy, and Steven F. Cohn, professor sociology, 
"Why Whites Favor Spending More Money to 
Fight Crime: The Role of Racial Prejudice," 
Social Problems (2005).
Brandon R. Bucy, graduate student, physics, 
John R. Thompson, assistant professor, 
physics, and Donald B. Mountcastle, associate 
professor, physics and astronomy, oral presen­
tation, "Learning Entropy and the Second Law 
of Thermodynamics as Juniors"; and 
Thompson, Bucy and Mountcastle, "Identifying 
Student Difficulties with Partial Derivatives in 
Thermodynamics," 2005 Summer National 
Meeting of the American Association of Physics 
Teachers (AAPT), University of Utah, Salt Lake 
City (August 2005).
Melinda A. Coleman, postdoctoral research 
associate, marine sciences, Susan H. Brawley, 
professor, plant biology, biological sciences, 
"Are Life History Characteristics Good 
Predictors of Genetic Diversity and Structure? 
A Case Study of the Intertidal Alga Fucus 
Spiralis (Heterokontophyta; Phaeophyceae)," 
Journal of Phycology (August 2005).
Ann C. Dieffenbacher-Krall, associate research 
scientist, Climate Change Institute, Andrea M. 
Nurse, research scientist, Climate Change 
Institute, and adjunct faculty, natural sciences, 
University of Maine at Farmington, "Late- 
Glacial and Holocene Record of Lake Levels of 
Mathews Pond and Whitehead Lake, Northern 
Maine, USA," Journal of Paleolimnology (October 
2005).
Jeff Evans, associate professor, English, book 
review, "The Boxing Filmography/American 
Features, 1920-2003," Journal of Popular Culture 
(May 2005).
Stephen Gilson, professor, social work, and 
Elizabeth DePoy, professor, interdisciplinary 
studies, Center for Community Inclusion and 
Disability Studies, paper presentation, 
"Reinventing the Atypical Body through Art, 
Literature and Technology," Third International 
Conference on New Directions in the 
Humanities, University of Cambridge, UK. 
(August 2005).
Benjamin Herzog, former master's student, 
Department of Forest Management, Douglas J. 
Gardner, professor, wood science and technol­
ogy, Roberto Lopez-Anido, associate professor, 
civil and environmental engineering, Barry 
Goodell, professor of wood science and tech­
nology, "Glass-Transition Temperature Based 
on Dynamic Mechanical Thermal Analysis 
Techniques as an Indicator of the Adhesive 
Performance of Vinyl Ester Resin," Journal of 
Applied Polymer Science (2005).
Kimberly Huisman, assistant professor, sociol­
ogy, and Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, professor, 
sociology, University of Southern California, 
"Dress Matters: Change and Continuity in the 
Dress Practices of Bosnian Muslim Refugee 
Women," Gender & Society (2005); also, 
Huisman, Jeri Martinez, public policy and edu­
cational consultant, Montpelier, Vt., and 
Cathleen Wilson, assistant director of the 
Women's Rape Crisis Center, Burlington, Vt., 
"Training Police Officers on Domestic Violence 
and Racism: Challenges and Strategies," 
Violence Against Women (2005).
Suming Jin, former PhD graduate student, and 
Steven A. Sader, professor, forest management, 
"Comparison of Time-Series Tasseled Cap 
Wetness and the Normalized Difference 
Moisture Index in Detecting Forest 
Disturbances," Remote Sensing of Environment 
(2005).
Laura S. Kenefic, assistant research professor, 
forest ecosystem science and research forester, 
USDA Forest Service, Paul E. Sendak and John 
C. Brissette, U.S. Forest Service Northeast 
Research Station, Durham, N.H., "Comparison 
of Fixed Diameter-Limit and Selection Cutting 
in Northern Conifers," Northern Journal of 
Applied Forestry (2005).
Kristin M. Langellier, professor, communica­
tion and journalism, and Eric E. Peterson, asso­
ciate professor, communication and journalism, 
an essay, "Narrative Performance Theory: 
Telling Stories, Doing Family," Engaging 
Theories in Family Communication: Multiple 
Perspectives. (2005); also, Peterson and 
Langellier, an essay, "Communication as 
Storytelling," Communication as : Perspectives 
on Theory (2005).
J.J. Lawler, US. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Corvallis, Oregon, Jonathan Rubin, 
interim director and associate professor, 
Margaret Chase Center, B.J. Cosby, research 
professor, University of Virginia, Ivan J. 
Fernandez, professor, plant, soil and environ­
mental sciences, Steve Kahl, director, Plymouth 
State University Center for the Environment, 
Stephen A. Norton, professor, earth sciences, 
Climate Change Institute, "Predicting Recovery 
from Acidic Deposition: Applying a Modified 
TAF (Tracking and Analysis Framework) 
Model to Maine (USA) High Elevation Lakes," 
Water Air and Soil Pollution (June 2005).
Stephen Kanim, assistant professor, physics, 
New Mexico State University, and John R. 
Thompson, assistant professor, physics, 
"Magnetic Field Viewing Cards," Tire Physics 
Teacher (September 2005).
For a full listing of UMaine activities 










A spellbinding Noel Coward play 
for the Halloween season, complete 
with séances, ghosts and mischie­
vous mayhem by the School of 
Performing Arts
Oct. 28 & 29, 
Nov. 3-5 at 7:30 p.m.; 
and Oct. 30 and Nov. 6 
at 2 p.m.
Hauck Auditorium 
Admission $8
Online Resources
UMaine
www.umaine.edu
Inside UMaine
www.umaine.edu/insideumaine
UMaine Today Online
www.umaine.edu/umainetoday
UMaine Today magazine
www.umainetoday.umaine.edu
MaineSci
www.umaine.edu/mainesci
Co Black Bears
http://goblackbears.collegesports.com
